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Eero Saarinen as a young boy in Finland 

Family photo on the steps of Hvittrask circa 1921 or �22 with 

three generations of Saarinens. 
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Founded in 1981, the Kentucky Museum of Art and 

Craft was started as a dream to build interest in our 

state’s rich craft and art resources.  KMAC’s mission is 

to support and promote excellence in art, craft, applied 

arts and design.  KMAC provides a platform to explore 

materials, techniques, and artistic expression.  Our goal 

is to educate and inspire while promoting a better 

understanding of art and craft through exhibitions, 

collaborations, outreach and the permanent collec-

tion.  The Museum will continue to forge alliances 

within Kentucky, regionally, nationally, and internation-

ally in order to participate in a broader conversation 

about art and its role in society. 

 

Here are the different departments which make KMAC 

run efficiently: 

Executive Director and Chief Curator: Oversees the plan-

ning and philosophy of the museum and also curates 

most of the exhibitions. 

Education: This team provides programming to help 

educate the children, adults and families about exhibits 

at the museum and outreach programming in schools 

which furthers an understanding of the visual arts. 

Development: Raises funds through grants and corpo-

rate sponsors to support the exhibition and education 

programming, as well as the capital funding needed to 

run the museum. 

Preparator: Registers artwork as it comes in and re-

leases it to go out.  Also installs artwork in the mu-

seum.   

Gallery: Features artwork for sale promoting local, na-

tional and emerging artists. 
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Helpful suggestions for  
a great visit 

Please discuss appropriate art museum behavior with 

your students prior to your visit.   

Many times we want to touch things that 

we’ve never seen.  However most of the 

artwork exhibited is intended to be 

experienced by all the senses except for 

touch unless otherwise noted on the signage.  

So please advise your students to refrain 

from running, and to be mindful of their 

movements since some of the work is very 

fragile, and we’ll thank you in advance.   

What to expect when you visit 

 

The Exhibition 
When students first arrive, they will go on a guided tour of the 
current exhibition.  The tour guide will speak about the pieces 
and incorporate open response prompts to discuss the work.  If 
time allows, students will have the opportunity to do a quick 
sketch of some element of what they observe. 
Students will then be taken to the 3rd floor Norton Foundation 
Education Center for a Hands-On workshop thematically related 
to the exhibit. 
 
The Workshop 
Unless you have previously arranged and opted for another 
workshop medium not thematically tied to the exhibition, we will 
be focusing on creating our own buildings that serve the purpose 
of helping us do our favorite things out of wood and painting 
them. 
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Eero Saarinen: A Reputation For Innovation pays tribute to the 

Finnish born American architect whose work created a new 
American design style for the post-war age. Saarinen had a brief 
yet brilliant career in designing numerous corporate, educational, 
cultural, public, and private buildings, including recognizable 
icons like the Saint Louis Gateway Arch, the TWA Terminal at 
New York's JFK Airport, the Dulles Airport in Washington DC, and 
the commissioned modern home, the Miller House in Columbus 
IN, now owned by the Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA).  

Saarinen was also at the forefront of the American modern 
furniture movement. He took a sculptural approach to furniture 
design, building hundreds of models to achieve the perfect and 

most pleasing proportions. His Pedestal Table, Tulip Chairs, 
Womb Chair and Executive Seating have all become easily 
recognizable icons of American modernism.   
  
The exhibition also sheds light on a little known chapter of 
Saarinen's secret professional life during World War II, when he 
served in the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), the precursor of 
the CIA.   
   
Designed as a traveling exhibit, Eero Saarinen: A Reputation 
For Innovation is a visually rich overview documenting Eero 

Saarinen's groundbreaking brand of mid-century modernism.   
 

 "The purpose of architecture is to shelter and enhance man's life on 

earth and to fulfill his belief in the nobility of his existence ." - Eero 

Saarinen 

Eero Saarinen: A Reputation For Innovation 

Curated by Mina Marefat, PhD, AIA 
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To help provide a framework for your students, here 
are three themes which support the understanding 

of the artwork represented in the exhibit: 

 

1. What is Architecture? 

2. Saarinan’s Work 

3. Activities for Students 
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View from the Exhibition 
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What is Architecture? 

 

 (Latin: architectura, from the Greek ἀρχιτέκτων – arkhitekton, 

from ἀρχι- "chief" and τέκτων "builder, carpenter, mason")  
 
The art and science of designing and erecting buildings and other physical 

structures . 
 

Architectural plans for the TWA Terminal in New York 
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Compass  

Rulers 

How to draw a perfectly measured circle with 

a compass 

Rulers, Right-angle Triangles, Protractors 

for measuring angles, pencil and French 

curve for drawing ellipses, parabolas and 

hyperbolas 

 Architects’ Tools  
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Floor Plan for an ancient inn for 

travelers and commerce called a 

Caravansarai 

Drawing Table 

Floor Plan for Modern house 

Computer Aided Design Software 

Elevation-the outside rendering of a 

building 
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How to look at a Floor Plan 

 

Every floor plan uses drawing symbols to indicate what the house will look like.  

These plans are drawn to scale, meaning that for every one inch of the drawing it 

will equal one foot in real life.  

doors 

windows 
stairs 

walls 

Direction house is facing 



 11 

TEACHER 

 RESOURCE 

 PACKET 

 VOCABULARY: 
 

 

Shape - two-dimensional space 

or area created by an enclosed 

line.  

 

Form - three-dimensional space, 

volume, mass; how an object ap-

pears to exist in space. 

 

Texture - The surface quality of 

an object 

 
Symmetry - 
the correspondence in size, form, an
d arrangement of parts on oppo-
site sides of a plane, line, 
or point; regularity of form or ar-
rangement in terms of like, corre-
sponding, or reciprocal parts. 
 
Asymmetry-  lack or absence of 
symmetry or balance. 
 
 
Pattern– a repeating of shapes, col-
ors, or forms in a certain order that 
becomes predictable. 
 
Interior– the inside space of a build-
ing 
 
Exterior– the outside of a building 
 
Floor Plan– the scaled drawing of 
the view from above a building of one 
floor 
Elevation– how the building looks 
from the outside 
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Model of the building 

 

TWA Terminal JFK Airport,  New York 

LOOK: 

• What is the first thing you notice when looking at this build-

ing? 

• Describe the forms you see in this piece.   

• What do you think it is made of? 

 



 13 

TEACHER 

 RESOURCE 

 PACKET 

Panoramic Interior view of the airport terminal 
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Interior of the MIT Chapel 

MIT Chapel, Boston 
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Exterior of the MIT Chapel 
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Saarinen with a model of the St. Louis Arch 

St. Louis Arch, St. Louis, Missouri 
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St. Louis Arch in it’s completed form 
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Saarinen in addition to designing buildings designed furniture and 

collaborated with Florence and Ray Eames, two American furniture 

designers from the middle of the 20th century. 

 

When designing the tulip chair he declared, “I want to clear up the 

sum of legs.”  What do you think this means? 

Sarrinen with Florence Knoll and Tulip  

chair and table base 

Furniture Design 
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The Tulip Chair 

1955-6, fiberglass, aluminum, plastic 

LOOK: 

• What does the shape remind you of? 

• Why do you think white and red are the colors? 

• What do you think this is made of? 

• Does this look comfortable to sit in? 
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Think about Saarinen’s chairs and buildings.  What colors does he use? What shapes 

does he seem to repeat? 

Write a few sentences about your favorite thing to do in the first box.  Try to think of the 

perfect space to do it in and draw that in the box.  

 

 

 

Name 

______________________________Pre-Visit Worksheet 
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POST-VISIT WRITING PROMPTS 

 

1. What did you find most challenging about this 

workshop? Why? 

 

2. What artwork did you like the most or the least in the 

exhibit? Why? What do you think the artist was trying to 

express with that artwork? 

Books  

-Architecture Colors, by Michael Crosbie , 1993, Ages: 2 and up  

 

-Iggy Peck, Architect, Andrea Beaty, 2007, Ages 4-8 

 
-Art Lab for Kids: 52 Creative Adventures in Drawing, Painting, Printmaking, Paper, and Mixed Media-For 
Budding Artists of All Ages, Susan Schwake, 1998, Ages 5 and up 
 
-13 Buildings Children Should Know, Annette Roeder, 2009, Ages 11 and up 

 

•  

Webography 

 

http://www.archkidecture.org/  

http://www.k5architecture.org/Download_chpt.htm  

http://www.kinderart.com/architecture/  

http://www.artfulparent.com/3d-art-and-sculpture-ideas-for-kids.html 

http://www.redtedart.com/2012/04/16/art-books-for-kids/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/527413806331426898/  


