
Ritual and Residue:  

The Art of Drink  
September 13—November 9th, 2014  

Rituals are activities people participate in regularly. 

Residue is evidence that something took place.  Ritual 

and Residue: The Art of Drink focuses on rituals formed 

around tea, coffee, beer, wine, and bourbon and 

their residue. Beverages play a significant role in 

important cultural rituals. Artists influence these cultural 

traditions through the creation of functional vessels 

and aesthetic works inspired by the Drink. Beverages 

are intertwined with world economies and 

governments. In ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt 

social status was determined by a person’s wealth to 

drink brewed beer. European exploration created 

Triangular Trade fueled by the production of rum and 

spirits. The tea trade inspired revolutionary acts against 

the British Empire. Archaeologists learn this from the 

residue, or artifacts, left behind by society’s artisans. 

Hundreds of years from now, what will archaeologists 

learn about our rituals from the residue we leave 

behind?  

Paul Villinski 

Uses butterflies to symbolize rebirth across 

cultures 

Transforms beer cans found on New York 

streets into butterflies that mirror rebirth 

Uses tin snips, files, and fingers to shape 

cans into butterflies 

Hand-paints each individual butterfly 

Creates abstract, three-dimensional 

“paintings” where butterflies are actors  

Featured Artists 

Frohawk Two Feathers  

Paints ink and acrylic scenes on coffee and 

tea-stained paper 

Is inspired by historical events from Colonial 

North America 

Depicts scenes of Colonial uprising against 

imaginary super powers, Frengland & 

Fenoscandia 

Combines 18th and 19th century imagery 

with modern hip-hop and urban symbolism 

Comments on the instability of public history, 

power, greed, & race  

Toastin’ and Boastin’ (2011), Frohawk Two Feathers 

(Courtesy of the artist and Morgan Lehman Gallery) 

Hypothesis (2014), Paul Villinski (Courtesy of the artist and Morgan 

Lehman Gallery) 

Peter Saenger 

 

Calls himself a puzzler who uses  

curiosity and play to design a   

concept and its execution 

Solves intricate puzzles by      

designing objects and creating            

innovative processes 

Uses ceramic slip casting     

process of pouring liquid clay, 

or slip, into a plaster mold to 

create vessels that fit together 

like puzzle pieces 

Begins with a hand carved 

model from solid plaster 

Aims to make works that 

combine utility, good looks, and 

a good feel 

Small Set for Six (2012),    

Peter Saenger 



Literature Connections: 
 

Non-Fiction 

Toussaint L’Ouverture: The Fight for Haiti’s Freedom by 

Walter Dean Myers (Grades 3 - 6) 

Open the Door to Liberty: a Biography of Toussant 

L’Ouverture by Anne Rockwell (Grades 5 - 8) 

A Place for Butterflies by  Melissa Stewart (Grade 1 & 

up) 

What in the World is a Prism? by Anders Hanson 

(Grades 1 & up) 

Mummy Math: An Adventure in Geometry by Cindy 

Neuschwander (Grades 2-5)  

Vocabulary 
 

functional art: aesthetic objects that have a utilitarian 

purpose  
beverage: any drink, usually other than water  
vessel: a hollow container for liquids 
economy: the system of how money is made and used 

within a particular country or region. A region’s 

economy is connected with things like how many 

goods and services are produced and how much 

money people can spend on these things 
ritual: a set of actions always perfromed in the same way 

Themes: 
 

The Role of Art in Cultural Rituals 

Function vs. Beauty 

Imperialism and European Exploration 

Composing with Three Dimensional Shapes 

Internet Resources: 
 

http://www.paulvillinski.com/index.html 

In the Studio with Paul Villinski Video: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ieSn5Kpr6cs  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/12/

frohawk-two-feathers-on-a_n_1871576.html 

http://www.wdde.org/61953-arts-playlist-delaware-

hand (click video for Peter Saenger) 

Learning Targets: 
 

I can identify elements of culture (e.g., beliefs,           

traditions, languages, skills, literature, the arts). 

I can describe rituals in my home or community       

centered around beverages. 

I can identify specific historical events connected 

to specific beverages or their production.  

I can recognize volume in solid objects. 
Ambush III (2013), Johnston Foster (Courtesy of the artist 

and RARE Gallery, New York) 

Academic Focus 
SS-EP-2.3.1:  Students will describe cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 

traditions, languages, skills, literature, the arts). 

SS.08-HS-5.2.2: Students will explain and give examples of how the 

ideals of equality and personal liberty that developed during 

the colonial period were motivations for the American    

Revolution and proved instrumental in the development of a 

new nation. 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.MD.C.3:  Recognize volume as an attribute 

of solid figures and understand concepts of volume 

measurement. 

CCSS.Math.Content.7.G.A.3:  Describe the two-dimensional 

figures that result from slicing three-dimensional figures, as in 

plane sections of right rectangular prisms and right 

rectangular pyramids.  

Art Standards 

Students will  begin to develop an awareness of the purposes for 

which artworks are created (e.g., ceremonial, artistic 

expression, narrative, functional) .(KCAS: AH-P-PCA-S-VA1) 

Students will understand that the arts have value and 

significance for daily life. They provide personal fulfillment, 

whether in vocational settings, avocational pursuits, or 

leisure. (KCAS: AH-P-PCA-U-2). 

Students will use knowledge of the elements and principles of art 

and art terminology to create expressive artworks and 

describe/critique their own work and the work of others. 

(KCAS: AH-7-PA-S-VA2)  

http://www.paulvillinski.com/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ieSn5Kpr6cs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ieSn5Kpr6cs
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/12/frohawk-two-feathers-on-a_n_1871576.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/12/frohawk-two-feathers-on-a_n_1871576.html
http://www.wdde.org/61953-arts-playlist-delaware-hand
http://www.wdde.org/61953-arts-playlist-delaware-hand
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