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In the exhibition Color Stories, Denise Furnish and Walter Early 

explore color and material use through their artwork.  Denise 

Furnish, a fiber artist, paints on top of old discarded quilts. 

Through building up layers of paint, the patterns of the fabric 

show through to create a highly textural minimalist painting.   

 

Walter Early is a sculptor who works with steel.  He works with 

discarded metal from other artists’ studios, cutting away 

sections and reassembling parts to create an entirely new 

sculpture.  He powder coats his pieces in bright colors to create 

a vibrant, shiny surface. 

VOCABULARY 

Abstract: Artwork that does not represent forms from life. 

Crafts: Applied art fields such as quilting or basket 

making. 

Fine Art: A visual art considered to have been created 

primarily for aesthetic purposes and judged for its beauty 

and meaningfulness, specifically, painting, sculpture, 

drawing, watercolor, graphics, and architecture. 

Found Object: An object that was not originally 

designed for an artistic purpose, but has been 

discovered and repurposed in an artistic context. 

Medium/Media (plural): The materials and techniques 

used to make an artwork, such as clay or fiber (fabric). 

Monochromatic: One color. 

Texture: The surface quality of an object. 

Three-Dimensional Art: Art that is in the round, or has 

three dimensions: height, width and depth. 

Two-Dimensional Art: Art that has two dimensions, height 

and width but no depth. 

Repurposed Art: Artwork that uses items intended for a 

different purpose, such as found objects. 

Sculpture: A three-dimensional artwork. 

Quilt: A coverlet or blanket made of two layers of fabric 

with a layer of cotton, wool, feathers, or down in 

between, all stitched firmly together, usually in a 

decorative design. 

To help provide a framework for your students, here are suggested themes within this exhibit to focus on, within 

teacher’s discretion regarding grade level appropriateness. This duo exhibit lends itself to comparing and contrasting 

the artist’s process, dialogue and qualities that exist in their work. 

 

Themes: 

-Color stories (bold colors) 

-Discarded materials, repurposed 

-Craft (Applied Art) vs. Fine Art 

-Contrasting Media representing different art industries (steel and fiber) 

-Masculine and Feminine conversation (i.e. metalsmithing is often considered “men’s work” while quilting is largely 

considered “women’s work.”) 

 

  Denise Furnish       Walter Early 

  Uses discarded quilts as her “canvas” Uses discarded steel sculpture pieces 

  Two-dimensional work    Three-dimensional, in the round  

  Focus on color, texture, pattern  Focus on color, space, volume 

  Domestic craft: fiber    Industrial sculpture: steel 



Have a discussion in the exhibit comparing and contrasting the artist’s work 

using the vocabulary and prior knowledge of the themes listed in About the 

Artists above. 

 

Questions/ Writing Prompts 

-What colors do you see if you look up close at Denise Furnish’s wall 

hangings? Are they truly monochromatic? 

-How did Walter Early use negative space? 

-Why do you think the sculptures are shown on white furniture pieces? 

-What adjectives do you think about when you look at the quilts? 

-What do the sculptures remind you of? 

-Which of the two artists’ works do you like more? Why? 

 

DO  

 

Pre-Experience 

Study the elements and principles of art that this exhibit features: Color, 

Texture, Space and Form.  Have a classroom discussion of Fine Art vs. 

Applied Art or 2-D Art vs. 3-D Art using a T chart. Define and show examples of each. 

 

Post-Experience  

Discuss how the artists used recycled art pieces, and the importance of reusing materials to prevent adding to a 

landfill.  Have the students brainstorm ways they could reuse leftover materials or objects in their school or home. 

Walter Early, sparsity 24610 

Denise Furnish, Blue 

 CLASSROOM ART ACTIVITY 

 

Recycled Art Project 

 

Create a beautiful work of art using items that would normally be thrown away 

or discarded. Have students gather old toys, tools and other found objects with 

interesting shapes and glue them together into a cardboard tray, creating an 

appealing composition. Once the glue has dried, students can paint their 

artwork with one color (monochromatic) or the teacher can apply a heavy 

coat of spray paint. Have a discussion of how their found objects have 

changed or look different in this new context.  

 

Modification: 

Create an recycled artwork with other media: 

 

 2-D    3-D 

 -newspapers   -wooden pieces 

 -magazines   -toilet paper rolls 

 -wallpaper scraps  -cereal boxes 

Learning Targets 

 

I can categorize art that is two or three-

dimensional 

I can compare and contrast artwork by the artists. 

I can explain the process of how both artists 

create repurposed art. 

I can design my own abstract artwork using 

recycled materials. 

Kentucky Standards Met  

Primary, Intermediate, Middle Level and High School Arts and Humanities  

 

1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.23 Students analyze their own and others' artistic products and performances using accepted 

standards. 
2.24 Students have knowledge of major works of art, music, and literature and appreciate 

creativity and the contributions of the arts and humanities.  

2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they 
understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as languages, 

literature, and history.  


