
Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

PRESS RELEASE
February 12, 2013

For Immediate Release

Contact:

Julie Gross

Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft

(502) 589-0102 x206

julieg@kmacmuseum.org

Taking the "s" Out of Craft Curated By University of Louisville's
Fine Art Graduate Students and The Scholastic Art Awards at

The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft 

Taking the"s" Out of Craft
February 15 - March 24, 2013
Opening Reception: February 15th from 5-8pm
 
Louisville, KY - February 12, 2013 - The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft presents Taking the
"s" Out of Craft curated by Aegis, the association of graduate students from the Hite Art Institute at

the University of Louisville. This exhibit will examine and challenge the conventional and often arbitrary
distinctions between fine art and craft. The student curators' statement reads, "Art. Craft. At some
point in history, a hierarchical distinction was made between these two terms. While both are used to
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describe an object created by a skilled person, 'craft' is often allocated to functional products that
seemingly lack the creativity of 'art.' This distinction is amplified by adding an 's' to 'craft.' In the
modern imagination, 'crafts' are the work of untrained, and often unskilled, workers and not artists. The
symposium, held at KMAC on February 23, 2013, and this exhibit, both entitled Tak ing the 's' Out of
Craft, examine the work of individuals and collective cultures in which these terms are reunited."
 
"The artists featured in this exhibition utilize their materials, processes, skills, and ideas to craft
works of art. By adapting and modifying the traditional techniques associated with media such as
glass, paint, clay, fiber, and wood they deny the mass-produced, utilitarian craft product and
emphasize the artistic nature of craft. Individually, the works in this exhibit explore contemporary
cultural issues including race, gender, materialism, and authenticity.  Collectively, they explore both
process and concept, or the "art of craft," through which meaning is conveyed and received."
Featured Artists: Hui Chi Lee (Lexington, KY), Bette Levy (Louisville, KY), Jeff Ruemeli (Louisville,
KY) and Boris Zakic (Georgetown, KY).
 
This exhibit is in conjunction with Aegis' 3rd Biennial Symposium on Art History and Visual Culture,
which will be held at the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft on Saturday, February 23rd from 9:00
to 5:30pm with a formal reception from 6 - 8pm. Continental breakfast will be available at 9:30. The
Symposium is a free event and open to the public, registration is requested and box lunches are
available for purchase. Register at Eventbrite, http://aegis_symposium.eventbrite.com. A fee of $6 will
be charged for those who attend without pre-registering (free admittance for KMAC members and UofL
students with id).  
 
Graduate students from around the nation were asked to participate by submitting papers that
explored the evolving nature of craft throughout history as well as manifestations of craft in
contemporary culture. This year six students have been chosen to present:
  
Traversing Boundaries: Cultural Philanthropy and the Craft of Mary Seton Watts
Katie Tuft, PhD Student, University of Washington  
 
Traditional and Modern Bilum in Papua New Guinea: A Shift from Bodily Extension to
Cultural Bridge
Justina Yee, MA Student, Indiana University (Bloomington)  
 
Why Clay: Material as Experience
Elizabeth Di Donna, MFA Student, Florida State University  
 
Wallace Mitchell and the Challenge of Craft
Chad Alligood, PhD Student, Art History, Graduate Center of the City University of New York 
 
Haptic Rainbow: Installing Craft in the Work of Gabriel Dawe
Zoë Samels, MA Student, Art History, Williams College, Williamstown, MA  
 
More is Less: The Domestic Sublime in Liza Lou's Kitchen
Sara Christensen Blair, PhD Candidate, Institute of Doctoral Studies in Visual Arts
 

After the presentation of papers, Lydia Matthews will present the keynote address: Craft Matters:
Exchanging Knowledge in the Wake of Globalization. Matthews is Professor of Visual Culture
and Director of the Curatorial Design Research Lab at Parsons The New School for Design in New
York City, where she served as Dean of Academic Programs from 2006-2011. Trained as a
contemporary art historian at UC, Berkeley and the University of London's Courtauld Institute, she
worked as a cultural activist in the San Francisco Bay Area for over 20 years, founding the graduate
program in Visual Critical Studies and co-directing the MFA Fine Arts program at California College of
the Arts. Through international teaching, curating, and publishing, she explores how artists, artisans,
designers, multi-disciplinary scholars and students can work together to foster democratic debates in
the public sphere, and focuses on critical craft practices that inspire intimate community interactions.
As a 2012 Fulbright Fellow, she co-curated various socially-engaged projects in Greece, Turkey and



the Republic of Georgia, highlighting and catalyzing local responses to social and ecological crises
resulting from globalization. 

For a detailed itinerary for the Symposium, go to UofL's website at
http://louisville.edu/art/calendar/aegis-3rd-biennial-symposium-on-art-history-and.ics.

Event supported by: Heine Bros. Coffee and Holy Grale Restaurant

Image: Boris Zakic, Alizarine, 2006/2007, oil on conavas, 61" x49"

Scholastic Art Awards
February 15 - March 3, 2013
Opening Reception: February 15th from 5-8pm
 
The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft presents the 2013 Scholastic Art Awards exhibit on the third
floor Brown-Forman Gallery from February 15 through March 3, 2013. A public reception will be held
February 15 from 5pm - 8pm.. The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, founded in 1923, is the nation's
longest-running, most prestigious educational initiative supporting student achievement in the visual
and literary arts. The program works to ensure that the creative accomplishments of students in
grades 7 - 12 are recognized in schools and communities across the nation.  Winning students join a
legacy of notable alumni, including Andy Warhol, John Baldessari, and Richard Avedon. Louisville
born contemporary artist Matthew Ronay, whose work will be exhibited on the second floor at KMAC,
is also a Scholastic Art Award recipient.
 
The Scholastic Art Awards are administered within the Louisville Metropolitan Region by Jefferson
County Public Schools with support from the Fund for the Arts and the Kentucky Museum of Art &
Craft. The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft proudly supports the creative youth of the region with
this exhibition of the 2013 Gold Key winners and the five American Visions nominees.
 
Gold Key works are automatically entered into the National Judging. National Medalists will be
awarded on March 15, 2013.
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About the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft
The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft is located at 715 West Main Street in downtown Louisville and
provides a platform to explore materials, techniques, and artistic expression. The Museum's goal is to
educate and inspire while promoting a better understanding of art and craft through exhibitions,
collaborations, outreach and the permanent collection. The Museum forges alliances within Kentucky,
regionally, nationally, and internationally in order to participate in a broader conversation about art and
its role in society. For more information, visit  www.kmacmuseum.org or call (502) 589-0102.
 
Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 10am-5pm, Sat.-Sun. 11am-5pm. The museum is closed on Mondays.
Admission: $6 for adults/free for 18 under; $5 for military and senior citizens; free for students (with
id), $5 for groups of 10 or more.

The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft gratefully acknowledges the support of our Season
Sponsor Brown-Forman and annual programming support from the Fund for the Arts.
 
The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft
with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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