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THIS YEAR’S KMAC COUTURE WILL BE A 
FILM EXPERIENCE COUPLED WITH A FILM 
PREMIERE EVENT, BOTH CELEBRATING 
ORIGINAL COUTURE PIECES OF WEARABLE 
ART AND CONCEPTUAL FASHION.

KMAC COUTURE IS THE SIGNATURE 
FUNDRAISER FOR KMAC MUSEUM, 
PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE MUSEUM’S 
EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH AND 
EXHIBITION PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR.

THE FILM AND EVENT OFFER A UNIQUE 
WAY TO EXPERIENCE ART AND FASHION. 
KMAC COUTURE FEATURES AND SUPPORTS 
EMERGING AND ESTABLISHED ARTISTS, 
COSTUMERS, DESIGNERS, AND MILLINERS 
FROM AROUND THE REGION AND 
AROUND THE WORLD.

KMAC COUTURE 2021
Filming April/May 2021
Live Film Premiere Event* Summer 2021

* Subject to COVID-19 restrictions



CURATORIAL STATEMENT
BEAUTY AND THE BEAT
This year, KMAC Museum introduces a 
musical theme into our yearly Couture event. 
Art, fashion and music often accompany one 
another amid cultural movements. Hip Hop 
and Punk, for example, were both guided 
by an aesthetic sensibility that was filtered 
through sounds, clothing styles, and distinct 
visual graphics. Soul, R&B, and Country music 
all continue to evolve in much the same way, 
informed by symbols, concepts and patterns 
that seem to pervade all aspects of how the 
genres are seen and heard. For KMAC Couture 
2021 we encourage you to create a look to be 
worn at the intersections of art, fashion and 
music.
 
British fashion designer Grace Wales Bonner 
used the underground dancehall and dub-
reggae music scenes of second-generation 
Caribbean immigrants living in 1970’s London 
as the inspiration for her Autumn/Winter 
2020 collection entitled Lover’s Rock. Wales 
Bonner says, “I’m interested in sound and in 
the way that it travels,” with music and the 
African diaspora often as her primary guides 
to new ideas.
  
Imagine the looks that can be created by 
taking inspiration from a song like Prince’s 
Purple Rain or Bob Dylan’s Tangled Up in Blue. 
Maybe you’re more drawn to creating a look 
inspired by bucolic scenes of nature, like 
Beethoven when he conceived his Symphony 
no. 6, also known as the Pastoral Symphony. 
Claude Debussy’s Prelude to the Afternoon of 
a Faun can likewise summon idealized visions 
of country life. 

The sounds of earthly transcendence heard 
in the spiritual jazz of Alice Coltrane and the 
attendant Afrofuturist energies of Sun Ra

were appropriately matched in the 
coordinating attire of both musicians.  

Perhaps you would like to use a personal 
musician friend or music icon as your 
muse, as artist Mickalene Thomas did with 
rapper Cardi B in a 2018 photo session for 
W magazine. In one scene Thomas captures 
Cardi B posing in a rattan peacock chair, a 
reference to the famous photo of Huey P. 
Newton, cofounder of the Black Panther 
Party. The image intermingles representations 
of art, music, fashion, political activism, 
and Black Pride. A comparable action, with 
revolutionary women at the center, was 
spotlighted in Beyonce’s 2016 Super Bowl 
halftime show.

Ballet costumes are designed to correspond 
to the narrative of the production, but they’re 
also tailored for the choreography and the 
music. Oskar Schlemmer was partly inspired 
by Arnold Schönberg’s song cycle Pierrot 
Lunaire when he created the costumes for 
the Triadic Ballet, an avant-garde masterwork 
from the early 20th century. David Bowie and 
designer Kansai Yamamoto used Schlemmer 
as inspiration for the famous Ziggy Stardust 
jumpsuit from 1973. Bowie regularly helped 
propel his music with an inventive use of 
eccentric fashion and costume design. 
Popular music is now almost synonymous 
with such grand gestures, epitomized most 
notably by artists like Klaus Nomi, Lady Gaga 
and Björk.
 
For KMAC Couture 2021 let your imagination 
explore the visual and auditory crossroads 
that are most inspiring to you. 



GUIDELINES

Submission does not guarantee selection. 
Past participation in KMAC Couture does not 
guarantee selection for this year’s event. 

Artists may submit up to four designs. All 
artists must be 14 years of age or older. High 
School Students may submit multiple designs, 
but only one will be accepted. Each design 
can be created by multiple artists, please 
be sure to list additional names in space 
provided in submission.

Submissions may be made by “teams” of 
artists (more than one artist). No team may 
exceed three artists. Teams must pick a 
primary artist that will handle the submission. 
Communication on the acceptance status 
of the garment will be directed toward the 
primary artist. If selected for KMAC Couture, 
communication from KMAC Museum will be 
expanded to include the full team of Artists. 

Artists selected for this year’s event who 
reside more than 100 miles outside of 
Louisville are not required to attend any 
of the events leading up to KMAC Couture 
filming. KMAC Museum staff will keep the 
artist(s) informed of all pertinent information.

Any accepted designer under the age of 18 
will need to have signed parental permission 
in order to participate in the KMAC Couture 
process.

Artists selected for this year’s film and 
event will be eligible to apply for an artist 
stipend to be awarded based on the cost of 
material(s) and at the sole discretion of the 
KMAC Couture Committee and/or KMAC 
Museum.

Accepted entries will be presented in runway 
format as part of the KMAC Couture film. 
There may also be additional opportunities 
for select entries to be presented in fashion 
presentation/exhibition format either at the 
Live Film Premiere Event or in other venues.

All designs should be for an adult garment to 
be modeled by ages 14+.

Each design will need to withstand being 
taken on and off multiple times and move 
through standard doorways.

KMAC accepts no responsibility for lost or 
damaged wearable art.

Artists are not prohibited from recruiting 
their own runway model(s), but it is preferred 
that the model have experience with walking 
in a runway show and/or with film work. All 
models must be 14 years of age or older in 
order to participate in any aspect of the film 
and live event. All participating models under 
the age of 18 will be required to have a signed 
parental permission in order to participate in 
KMAC Couture filming and/or the live event.

Artists are responsible for developing all 
details of the finished look including hair, 
makeup and accessories. Stylists will be on 
hand each night of KMAC Couture filming for 
artists who require assistance to realize their 
hair and makeup designs.

All accepted high school student artists 
and first-time KMAC Couture artists will 
automatically be admitted into the KMAC 
Couture Mentor Program. Each of these 
artists will be paired with a Mentor (a fellow



artist or arts advocate) who will help guide the 
artist through the construction process and 
offer advice or guidance in order to achieve 
completion of the garment. The KMAC Couture 
Mentor Program is a series of three personal 
check-ins (in-person or virtual) during which the 
artist and mentor discuss the challenges and 
successes of the design process.

All accepted High School Student Artists 
and first time KMAC Couture Artists will be 
automatically admitted into the KMAC Couture 
Mentor Program. Each of these Artists will be 
paired with a Mentor (a fellow Artist or Arts 
Advocate) that will help guide the Artist through 
the construction process and offer advice or 
guidance in order to achieve completion of the 
garment. The KMAC Couture Mentor Program is 
a series of three personal check-ins (by phone, 
in-person or Skype) where the Artist and Mentor 
discuss the challenges and successes of the 
garment construction.

Artists will be asked by KMAC Museum to 
provide work-in-progress photos at various times 
during the construction process to
show the progress of the garment. As part 
of this process, KMAC Curatorial Committee 
members and the artist may discuss the process 
of construction, and guidance may be provided 
concerning technique, material and realization. 
Failure to provide photos and participate in 
this process could result in the garment being 
removed from KMAC Couture.

At any time during the design process the 
Selection Committee reserves the right to 
remove a design from the film with valid 
reasoning, and at the discretion of the KMAC 
Couture Committee and/or KMAC Museum.

CRITERIA

Submissions are 
evaluated by the KMAC 
Couture Curatorial 
Committee. 

The committee consists 
of KMAC Curatorial 
Staff, KMAC Board 
Members, and other art 
professionals.Evaluation 
will be based on the 
following criteria:

- Creativity

- Originality

- Feasibility

- Durability

- Design relevant to        
  Curatorial Statement

- Innovation in use of 
technique and material 

-  Completeness of 
submission (see page x for 
full guidelines)



SUBMISSIONS FOR KMAC COUTURE WILL OPEN ON 
OCTOBER 12, 2020

All submissions must be received 
no later than midnight on Friday, 
December 11, 2020 to be considered. 
Upload your submissions at 
KMACmuseum.org/kmac-couture-
submissions

DESIGN SUBMISSIONS MUST INCLUDE

–Artist Bio: A brief bio that tells us
about you and your background
and/or career in art/design.

–Resume/CV

–Sketch/Drawing of the design

–Description of technique to be
used to achieve desired look

–List of materials to be used

–At least 1 paragraph relating the
design to the curatorial statement
–Photos of previous work(s).

Provide 4 quality photos (front, back,
side views and a detail shot showing
a close-up on technique of previous
work(s). These images are used to
verify you possess basic garment
construction and artist experience.

Lack of completeness in submission 
will hinder design acceptance.

TO SUBMIT



Submission Open Monday, October 12, 2020
Submissions Close Friday, December 11, 2020

If selected for KMAC Couture 2021: 

KMAC Couture 2021 Artist Info Session

Wednesday, January 20, 2021
5:30-7:30p
KMAC Museum,
715 W Main Street, Louisville

If it is not possible for this to be an in-person 
event due to COVID-19 precautions, the event 
will be held virtually.

KMAC Couture 2021 Filming

Various Dates April/May 2021

A complete schedule, including individual artist 
filming dates and times, will be available by 
March 2021.

KMAC Couture Critique Sessions

Thursday, October 29, 2020 5:30-6:30p or 
Wednesday, November 4, 2020 5:30-6:30p
Live via Zoom

If you are in the process of creating your 
submission for KMAC Couture but want some 
constructive feedback to see if you’re headed in 
the right direction, attending one of these sessions 
will give you the guidance you are seeking. Artists 
are encouraged to join the virtual meeting ready to 
share sketches of their design along with material 
selections and other relevant information as they 
meet with KMAC Couture Mentors and Committee 
Members who will share opinions and critique 
from an outside perspective.

* Dates and times are subject
to change. Please check
KMACmuseum.org for most
up-to-date dates and times.

KMAC Couture Information Sessions

Wednesday, October 7, 2020 5:30-6:30p or 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 5:30-6:30p
Live via Zoom

Considering submitting a design for KMAC 
Couture 2021, but wondering about the 
submission process or what is entailed once your 
design is accepted? This is a great informational 
session with KMAC Couture Committee Members 
and KMAC Museum Staff Members that will 
answer all of your questions.

OPTIONAL DATES* MANDATORY  DATES*

DATES



When and how will I find out about my 
submission acceptance?
KMAC Museum staff will notify you via 
email (using the email address you provide 
on your submission) during the first half of 
January 2021. All Artists who submit will be 
notified of the status of their submission 
during this time.

What can I expect from the KMAC 
Couture film?
To the extent possible, the KMAC Couture 
film aims to recreate the concept of the 
runway show for a film audience. Each 
selected garment will be featured on 
screen for approximately 30 seconds with 
opportunities for close-ups of garment 
details, garment reveals, and model 
movement to showcase garment features. 
KMAC Couture 2020 interspersed garment 
footage with features on select artists and 
sponsors. We expect the KMAC Couture 
2021 film to follow a similar format. 

Artists can see footage and images from 
past KMAC Couture runway shows at 
KMACmuseum.org/couture. Artists may 
also choose to purchase a ticket to view 
the KMAC Couture 2020 film KMAC 
Couture: Star Stuff at the same website. 
However, familiarity with the previous 
KMAC Couture film is not a requirement 
for submission.

How will I see the completed KMAC 
Couture film? 
All artists and models who are selected to 
participate in the KMAC Couture 2021 film 
will have the chance to stream the film free 
of charge on its release. Artists and models 
will also receive a complimentary copy of 
the film once public streaming ends. 

We anticipate that artists and models will 
also receive free or discounted access to 
the Live Film Premiere Event; however, due 
to uncertainty surrounding COVID-19, we 
cannot provide additional information 
about the live event at this time. We 
expect that additional information will 
be made available regarding artist/model 
access to the live event in April 2021.

If I apply for an artist stipend, what 
amount of funding can I expect?
The artist stipend is solely based on the 
cost of materials. The stipend is awarded 
at the discretion of the KMAC Couture 
Committee. Funds for the stipends are 
made possible through sponsorships and 
donations. Artists stipend applications 
will be accepted in January 2020 once the 
design is accepted into KMAC Couture 
2021. 

What is the Debbie Huddleston-Mitchell 
Young Artist Award? 
The Debbie-Huddleston Mitchell Young 
Artist Award provides one-time financial 
assistance to a high school senior or 
college student artist who is participating 
in KMAC Couture, and who is planning to 
study or is currently studying art at the 
college level. Student artists may apply 
for this award once selected for KMAC 
Couture. Details of the application process 
will be announced in January 2021.

FAQ







If my design is selected for KMAC 
Couture 2021, may I model my own 
design during filming? 
Yes. An artist may opt to be their own 
model for KMAC Couture filming. That 
being said, we strongly encourage each 
artist to consider using another person as a 
model. This allows the artist to experience 
garment construction and fitting for 
another person, experience that in many 
ways can help the artist grow in their craft. 
Additionally, experienced models bring a 
poise and presence that helps to better 
showcase the garment. 

Any model chosen (whether selected by 
the artist or provided by KMAC) must be 14 
years of age or older. Models under the age 
of 18 must submit a signed parent/guardian 
consent form to KMAC Museum in order 
to participate in KMAC Couture filming or 
the live premiere event.

I don’t want to model my own garment. 
How do I go about finding a model?
Selected artists in need of a model will 
indicate this on the Couture 2021 Artist 
Information Form that will be sent to 
artists along with their acceptance email 
in mid-January 2021. KMAC Couture 
Committee and KMAC Museum Staff will 
hold a model call in February 2021 for all 
artists who indicate they require a model. 
Artists will be responsible for specifying 
requirements for their model, including 
measurements and other considerations. 
KMAC Museum strongly encourages artists 
to be as inclusive as possible in their model 
requirements so that individuals of all 
genders, sizes, and abilities may apply.

I live outside the Louisville area. If my 
design is accepted into KMAC Couture, 
is there a way to get financial assistance 
for travel expenses?
If a selected artist lives outside of the 
Louisville area, the artist will have the 
opportunity to apply for a travel stipend to 
help defray the costs of travel for the day 
of filming. Approval of the stipend and the 
amount awarded will be at the discretion 
of the KMAC Couture Committee and/or 
KMAC Museum. No additional travel funds 
will be available for the Live Film Premiere 
Event.

Additionally, please note that artists who 
live more than 100 miles outside of the 
Louisville area are not required to attend 
any mandatory KMAC Couture 2021 dates 
other than their scheduled day of filming.

FAQ, CONTINUED



MUSEUM

Wednesday - Saturday 10a-5p
Sunday-Tuesday CLOSED
715 W Main St Louisville, Ky 40202
KMACmuseum.org 502.589.0102

STILL HAVE QUESTIONS? PLEASE EMAIL US AT 
COUTURE@KMACmuseum.org

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM
facebook.com/KMACcouture
@KMACcouture

SEE PAST YEARS’ EVENT PHOTOS
& VIDEOS ON OUR WEBSITE
KMACmuseum.org/couture

IMAGE CREDITS IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

FRONT COVER

Angel of the Cosmos
Artist: Ayodeji Lasisi (also pictured)
Model: Alicia Antonia
Hair: Elise Sheldon for Drybar
Make-up: Jessie Conaty

PAGE 1

Lady Tzar
Artists: Olga Shulgina & Elena Shulgina
Model, Hair, Make-up: Elena Shulgina

PAGE 6 

Prismatic Expressions
Artist: Olivia Rogers
Model & Make-up: Elizabeth Carrigan
Hair: Elise Sheldon for Drybar

PAGE 7

A Knight Sky
Artist, Model, Hair: Ala Durham
Make-up: Jesse Conaty

PAGE 9 
Artist: Andrea Hansen
Model & Hair: Andrea Hansen
Make-up: Rebecca Rhodes

PAGE 10 

Controlled Chaos
Artist: Cathy Ridge
Model: Mandy Steward
Hair: Bo Strange
Make-up: Jessie Conaty

PAGE 11

Cosmos Odyssey
Artists: Ayodeji Lasisi & Fiyin Lasisi
Model: India Marks
Hair: Elise Sheldon for Drybar
Make-up: Izzy Nolan

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY GARY BARRAGAN


